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tion of a man of God: "Softer than the flower, where
kindness is concerned; stronger than the thunder, where
principles are at stake."

There are always those in this world who. In Browning's
words, "endure no light, being themselves obscure."
Occasionally an outsider, fevered over some imaginary
grievance, would berate Sri Yukteswar. My imperturb-
able guru would listen politely, analyzing himself to see
if any shred of truth lay within the denunciation. These
scenes would bring to my mind one of Master's inimit-
able observations: "Some people try to be tall by cut-
ting off the heads of others!"

The unfailing composure of a saint is impressive beyond
any sermon. t%He that is slow to anger is better than the
mighty; and he that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh
a city."*

I often reflected that my majestic Master could easily
have been an emperor or world-shaking warrior had his
mind been centered on fame or worldly achievement. He
had chosen instead to storm those inner citadels of wrath
and egotism whose fall is the height of a man.

Proverbs 16:32 (Bible).